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Synthesis Essay Outline
1. Introduction
o Hook: Start with an engaging sentence that introduces the topic and grabs the reader’s
attention. This could be a provocative statement, a quote, or a question:
o Context: Provide background information on the topic, ificlading an overview of the
sources you will synthesize. This helps the reader understand the scope of the discussion.
o Thesis Statement: Clearly state your main argument'or point of synthesis. The thesis
should reflect how the sources relate tosach other and your stance on the topic.
2. Body Paragraph 1: Theme/Point 1
o Topic Sentence: Introduce the'first,major theme or point that supports your thesis.
e Source 1: Present evidenceyor a perspective from the first source related to this theme.
e Source 2: Introduce supporting evidence or a contrasting viewpoint from the second
source.
e Source 3 (if applicable): Add further evidence or another perspective from an additional
source.
o Analysis: Explain how these sources relate to each other and to your thesis. Discuss
similarities, differences, and the overall contribution to your argument.

o Transition: Conclude the paragraph with a transition to the next theme or point.
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3. Body Paragraph 2: Theme/Point 2
o Topic Sentence: Introduce the second major theme or point that supports your thesis.
e Source 1: Present evidence or a perspective from the first source related to this theme.
e Source 2: Introduce the second source's supporting evidence or a contrasting viewpoint.
e Source 3 (if applicable): Add further evidence or another perspective from another
source.
o Analysis: Explain how these sources relate to each other and your thesissDiscuss how
this theme builds on or contrasts with the previous one.
e Transition: Conclude the paragraph with a transition to, the'hext theme or point.
4. Body Paragraph 3: Theme/Point 3
o Topic Sentence: Introduce the third major themeyor point that supports your thesis.
e Source 1: Present evidence or a perspeetive, from the first source related to this theme.
e Source 2: Introduce the second source's supporting evidence or a contrasting viewpoint.
e Source 3 (if applicable): Add further evidence or another perspective from an additional
source.
o Analysis: EXplainhow these sources relate to each other and to your thesis. Discuss the
overall significance of this theme in relation to the others.
e Transition: Conclude the paragraph with a transition to the conclusion.
S. Conclusion
o Restate Thesis: Reaffirm your thesis statement, considering the insights gained from
synthesizing sources.
e Summary of Themes: Briefly summarize the key themes or points discussed in the

essay, highlighting how they contribute to the overall argument.
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o Final Insight/Implication: Offer your synthesis's final thought, reflection, or
implication. This could be a broader perspective, a suggestion for further research, or a

call to action.
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