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Rhetorical Analysis Essay Outline

1. Introduction

o Hook: Begin with an engaging statement or question to capture the reader's interest. This
could be a relevant quote, a surprising fact, or a thought-provoking quéstion.

o Context: Provide background information about the textfor'Speech you are analyzing.
Include the author's name, the title of the work, the publication date, and the context in
which it was presented (e.g., historical background, target audience).

e Purpose: Briefly explain the purpose ofithe, text or speech. What is the author or speaker
trying to achieve?

o Thesis Statement: Present your main argument, focusing on how effectively the author
or speaker uses rhetorrcal strategies (ethos, pathos, logos) to achieve their purpose.

2. Body Paragraph 1: Analysis of Ethos

Topic Sentence: [ntroduce the concept of ethos and its relevance to the text or speech.

Example 1: Provide an example from the text where the author or speaker establishes
credibility or authority (ethos).

o Analysis: Explain how this example contributes to the effectiveness of the argument.
Does it strengthen the author’s credibility? How does it impact the audience?

o Example 2: Offer another example of ethos from the text.
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o Analysis: Discuss the impact of this example on the overall rhetoric and audience
perception.
3. Body Paragraph 2: Analysis of Pathos

o Topic Sentence: Introduce the concept of pathos and its role in the text or speech.

Example 1: Provide an example of how the author or speaker appeals to the audience's
emotions (pathos).
o Analysis: Analyze the emotional appeal and its effectiveness. How doessit connect with
the audience's values, beliefs, or feelings?
o Example 2: Present another instance of pathos in the tex
e Analysis: Examine how this emotional appeal contribltes to the overall persuasive effect
of the text.
4. Body Paragraph 3: Analysis of Logos

Topic Sentence: Introduce the concept of logos and its significance in the text or speech.

Example 1: Provide an example of logical reasoning or evidence (logos) used by the

author or speaker.

o Analysis: Discuss theeffectiveness of this logical appeal. Does it provide strong,
convincingevidence? How does it support the author’s argument?

o Example 2: Offer another example of logos from the text.

o Analysis: Evaluate how this logical strategy strengthens or weakens the overall

argument.
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5. Conclusion

Restate Thesis: Reiterate your thesis statement, summarizing how the rhetorical
strategies (ethos, pathos, logos) contribute to the overall effectiveness of the text or
speech.

Summary of Key Points: Briefly recap the main points you discussed in the body
paragraphs, highlighting the most significant examples and analyses.

Closing Thought: End with a reflection on the broader significance of the text or speech.
Consider its impact on the audience, its relevance today, or how iticontributes to a larger

conversation.
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