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Persuasive Essay Outline 

1. Introduction 

• Hook: Begin with a compelling statement or question to capture the reader's interest. This 

could be a provocative question, a startling fact, or a powerful quote. 

• Background Information: Provide context to the issue you will be discussing. Briefly 

explain why the topic is important and relevant. 

• Thesis Statement: Clearly state your position on the issue. Your thesis should be specific 

and outline the main points that you will use to support your argument. 

2. Body Paragraph 1: Strongest Argument 

• Topic Sentence: Present your strongest argument supporting your thesis. This is the most 

compelling reason for your position. 

• Supporting Evidence: Provide evidence, examples, statistics, or expert opinions 

supporting your argument. 

• Analysis: Explain how this evidence supports your thesis and why it is particularly 

convincing. 

• Counterargument (optional): Acknowledge and refute a potential counterargument to 

strengthen your position. 

• Transition: Smoothly transition to the next point, setting up the reader for the next 

argument. 
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3. Body Paragraph 2: Second Strongest Argument 

• Topic Sentence: Introduce your second strongest argument that supports your thesis. 

• Supporting Evidence: Provide evidence, examples, or data to support this argument. 

• Analysis: Explain how the evidence supports your thesis and its significance. 

• Counterargument (optional): Consider a counterargument and provide a rebuttal. 

• Transition: Conclude the paragraph and prepare the reader for the next point. 

4. Body Paragraph 3: Additional Argument 

• Topic Sentence: Present another argument that supports your thesis, perhaps addressing 

an angle that hasn't been covered yet. 

• Supporting Evidence: Provide relevant evidence, examples, or expert testimony. 

• Analysis: Discuss how this evidence contributes to your overall argument and why it is 

important. 

• Counterargument (optional): Acknowledge and refute a counterargument to further 

solidify your stance. 

• Transition: Prepare to move to the conclusion by summarizing the significance of your 

arguments. 

5. Conclusion 

• Restate Thesis: Reaffirm your thesis statement, summarizing how your arguments 

support your position. 

• Summary of Main Points: Briefly recap the key arguments you've made supporting your 

thesis. 
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• Call to Action: End with a powerful call to action, urging the reader to accept your 

viewpoint or to take a specific step. This could be a call for change, a recommendation 

for action, or a final thought that leaves a lasting impression. 
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