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Narrative Essay Outline 

1. Introduction 

• Hook: Start with an engaging opening that draws the reader into your story. This could be 

a vivid description, a surprising fact, a question, or a quote related to your narrative. 

• Background Information: Provide some context for the story you are about to tell. 

Briefly set the scene, introduce the main characters, and mention the central theme or 

conflict. 

• Thesis Statement: Present the main point or lesson learned from your narrative. This 

should give the reader an idea of the story's significance and the insight it offers. 

2. Body Paragraph 1: Setting the Scene 

• Topic Sentence: Describe the setting and introduce the main characters. Provide details 

that create a vivid picture of where and when the story occurs. 

• Supporting Details: Include sensory details that help the reader visualize the scene. 

Describe what you saw, heard, felt, smelled, or tasted. 

• Transition: Lead into the next part of the story, setting up the initial situation or conflict. 

3. Body Paragraph 2: The Rising Action 

• Topic Sentence: Introduce the central conflict or challenge that drives the story forward. 
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• Supporting Details: Describe the events that build up to the climax. Include key actions, 

decisions, and interactions between characters that contribute to the tension or 

development of the story. 

• Transition: Prepare the reader for the climax by building suspense or emphasizing the 

importance of the coming events. 

4. Body Paragraph 3: The Climax 

• Topic Sentence: Present the story's climax, where the main conflict peaks. This is the 

most intense or emotionally charged moment in the narrative. 

• Supporting Details: Describe the pivotal moment, focusing on the emotions, actions, and 

consequences involved. Highlight how this moment changes the characters or the course 

of the story. 

• Transition: Begin to resolve the story by moving towards the falling action. 

5. Body Paragraph 4: The Falling Action 

• Topic Sentence: Describe the events that follow the climax and begin to resolve the 

conflict. 

• Supporting Details: Show how the characters react to the climax and how the situation 

unfolds. Include any important conversations, reflections, or decisions made by the 

characters. 

• Transition: Lead the reader toward the conclusion by showing how the story unfolds. 

6. Conclusion 

• Restate Thesis: Reflect on the story's significance and lesson learned. Reiterate the main 

point or insight gained from the narrative. 
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• Summary of Events: Briefly recap the story's key events, emphasizing how they 

contributed to the overall message or theme. 

• Closing Thought: End with a final reflection or a thought-provoking statement that 

leaves a lasting impression on the reader. This could be a broader insight, a question for 

the reader to ponder, or a connection to a larger theme. 
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