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Literary Analysis Essay Outline
1. Introduction

o Hook: Start with an interesting statement, quote, or question-related to.the literary work.
This should draw the reader into your analysis.

o Background Information: Provide a brief overview of theliterary work you are
analyzing. Include the title, author, and any relevantibackground information to help set
the context for your analysis.

o Thesis Statement: Present your centraldargument or interpretation of the literary work.
Your thesis should be specific, stating,what you aim to prove or discuss in your essay.

2. Body Paragraph 1: Analysis of’a Key,Theme

o Topic Sentence: Intreduce'the main theme or idea you will analyze in this paragraph.

o Textual Evidence: Proyide quotes, passages, or scenes from the literary work illustrating
the theme:

o Analysis: Explain how the evidence supports your interpretation of the theme. Discuss
the significance of the theme in the context of the work as a whole.

o Connection to Thesis: Relate the theme back to your thesis, showing how it contributes

to your overall argument.
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3. Body Paragraph 2: Analysis of a Literary Device (e.g., Symbolism, Imagery,
Characterization)
o Topic Sentence: Introduce the literary device you will analyze and its role in the work.
o Textual Evidence: Provide examples from the text that showcase the use of this literary
device.
o Analysis: Discuss how the literary device contributes to the work's meaning, themes, or
character development. Explain its effect on the reader's interpretation.
o Connection to Thesis: Link the analysis of the literary device baek to¥our thesis,
emphasizing its importance in your overall interpretation’
4. Body Paragraph 3: Analysis of the Work's Structure or'Style
e Topic Sentence: Introduce the structural element,or style (e.g., narrative technique, point
of view, tone) you will analyze.
o Textual Evidence: Provide examplesfrom the text that illustrate this structural element
or style.
o Analysis: Explain how*the'structure or style influences the reader's understanding of the
work. Discuss, how it'eontributes to the themes, mood, or characterization.
o Connectionyto Thesis: Relate your analysis of the structure or style to the thesis,
demonstrating its role in your overall interpretation.
S. Conclusion
o Restate Thesis: Reiterate your thesis statement, summarizing how your analysis has
supported your argument.
e Summary of Key Points: Briefly summarize the main points you discussed in your

analysis.
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Closing Thought: End with a final reflection on the significance of the literary work, the
theme, or the author's message. You might also suggest broader implications or

connections to other works of literature.
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