
 

 

[Your Name] 

[Instructor] 

[Course] 

[Date] 

Compare and Contrast Essay Outline 

1. Introduction 

• Hook: Start with an interesting statement or question introducing the subjects you will 

compare and contrast. 

• Background Information: Provide brief background information on the subjects to give 

context to the comparison. 

• Thesis Statement: Clearly state the essay's purpose and what you intend to compare and 

contrast. Mention whether you will focus on similarities, differences, or both. 

2. Body Paragraph 1: Similarities 

• Topic Sentence: Introduce the first point of comparison, focusing on how the subjects are 

similar. 

• Similarity 1: Discuss the first similarity between the subjects. Provide examples or 

evidence to support this point. 

• Similarity 2: Discuss the second similarity between the subjects. Provide examples or 

evidence to support this point. 

• Analysis: Explain why these similarities are significant and how they contribute to your 

argument. 
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3. Body Paragraph 2: Differences 

• Topic Sentence: Introduce the first point of contrast, focusing on how the subjects are 

different. 

• Difference 1: Discuss the first difference between the subjects. Provide examples or 

evidence to support this point. 

• Difference 2: Discuss the second difference between the subjects. Provide examples or 

evidence to support this point. 

• Analysis: Explain why these differences are significant and how they impact your 

understanding of the subjects. 

4. Body Paragraph 3: Mixed Comparisons 

• Topic Sentence: Introduce a point that considers both similarities and differences 

simultaneously. 

• Mixed Point 1: Discuss how the subjects are similar and different in a specific aspect. 

• Mixed Point 2: Discuss another aspect where the subjects share similarities and 

differences. 

• Analysis: Explore the importance of these mixed comparisons and how they enhance 

your overall argument. 

5. Conclusion 

• Restate Thesis: Summarize the main points of comparison and contrast, reinforcing your 

thesis statement. 

• Summary of Main Points: Recap the similarities and differences you've discussed in the 

body paragraphs. 
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• Closing Thought: Conclude with a final reflection on the significance of the comparison 

and contrast. This could include insights gained from the analysis, the broader 

implications of the comparison, or suggestions for further exploration of the topic. 
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