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Argumentative Essay Outline 

1. Introduction 

• Hook: Begin with a compelling statement, question, or fact that grabs the reader's 

attention and introduces the topic. 

• Background Information: Provide some context on the issue you will be discussing. 

This could include definitions, a brief overview of the debate, or relevant historical 

information. 

• Thesis Statement: Clearly state your position on the issue. The thesis should outline your 

main argument and indicate the structure of your essay by briefly mentioning the key 

points you will discuss. 

2. Body Paragraph 1: First Supporting Argument 

• Topic Sentence: Introduce the first major point that supports your thesis. This strong, 

clear statement should directly relate to your argument. 

• Evidence: Present evidence that backs up your point. This could include statistics, 

research findings, expert opinions, or real-life examples. 

• Explanation: Explain how the evidence supports your argument. Discuss the 

significance of the evidence and how it strengthens your thesis. 

• Counterargument (optional): Briefly mention and refute a possible counterargument 

with evidence or reasoning. 
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• Transition: Conclude the paragraph and smoothly transition to the next argument. 

3. Body Paragraph 2: Second Supporting Argument 

• Topic Sentence: Introduce the second major point that supports your thesis. 

• Evidence: Present additional evidence that reinforces this point. 

• Explanation: Discuss how this evidence supports your thesis and why it is important. 

• Counterargument (optional): Address and refute a counterargument related to this 

point. 

• Transition: Conclude the paragraph and transition to the next point. 

4. Body Paragraph 3: Third Supporting Argument 

• Topic Sentence: Introduce the third major point that supports your thesis. 

• Evidence: Provide evidence that supports this point, further solidifying your argument. 

• Explanation: Analyze the evidence, explaining its relevance to your thesis and its 

importance in the overall argument. 

• Counterargument (optional): Address a counterargument, if relevant, and refute it. 

• Transition: Conclude the paragraph and lead into the conclusion. 

5. Conclusion 

• Restate Thesis: Reaffirm your thesis statement in light of the evidence presented. 

Summarize the key arguments that support your position. 

• Summary of Main Points: Briefly recap the main points or arguments in the body 

paragraphs. 

• Call to Action or Closing Thought: Conclude with a powerful statement, suggestion for 

further research, or a call to action. This could be a recommendation, a prediction, or a 

reflection on the broader implications of your argument. 
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