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5 Paragraph Essay Outline 

1. Introduction 

• Hook: Start with a compelling sentence to grab the reader's attention. This could be a 

quote, a question, an anecdote, or a surprising fact related to your topic. 

• Background Information: Provide brief context or background information that helps 

the reader understand the topic. 

• Thesis Statement: Clearly state the main argument or point of your essay. The thesis 

should outline the three key points discussed in the body paragraphs. 

2. Body Paragraph 1 

• Topic Sentence: Introduce the first main point that supports your thesis. 

• Supporting Detail 1: Provide evidence, examples, or facts to support the topic sentence. 

• Supporting Detail 2: Additional evidence or examples that reinforce the first point. 

• Analysis: Explain how the supporting details relate to the topic sentence and the thesis. 

3. Body Paragraph 2 

• Topic Sentence: Introduce the second main point that supports your thesis. 

• Supporting Detail 1: Provide evidence, examples, or facts to support the topic sentence. 

• Supporting Detail 2: Additional evidence or examples reinforce the second point. 

• Analysis: Explain how the supporting details relate to the topic sentence and the thesis. 
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4. Body Paragraph 3 

• Topic Sentence: Introduce the third main point that supports your thesis. 

• Supporting Detail 1: Provide evidence, examples, or facts to support the topic sentence. 

• Supporting Detail 2: Additional evidence or examples that reinforce the third point. 

• Analysis: Explain how the supporting details relate to the topic sentence and the thesis. 

5. Conclusion 

• Restate Thesis: Rephrase your thesis statement to remind the reader of your essay's main 

argument. 

• Summary of Main Points: Briefly summarize the three main points discussed in the 

body paragraphs. 

• Closing Thought: End with a final thought or reflection that leaves a lasting impression 

on the reader. This could be a call to action, a prediction, or a thought-provoking 

statement. 
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