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Rhetorical Analysis of Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address 

 The Gettysburg Address, delivered by Abraham Lincoln on November 19, 1863, during the 

American Civil War, came at a crucial moment. The Battle of Gettysburg had been a turning point, 

marking one of the war's bloodiest and most pivotal conflicts. Amid this backdrop, Lincoln's brief 

but profound speech aimed to honor the fallen soldiers and redefine the purpose of the war. The 

address, consisting of just 272 words, underscored the principles of human equality and the 

endurance of a nation dedicated to democracy. Lincoln's speech commemorated the sacrifices 

made at Gettysburg and sought to inspire and unify a fractured nation. Abraham Lincoln's 

Gettysburg Address masterfully employs rhetorical strategies such as ethos, pathos, and logos to 

unite the nation and reinforce the principles of equality and democracy. 

 In the Gettysburg Address, Lincoln effectively establishes his ethos, or credibility, to 

strengthen his message. As the President and Commander-in-Chief during one of the most 

tumultuous times in American history, Lincoln's role inherently carried significant authority and 

respect. His leadership was crucial in guiding the nation through the Civil War, and his presence 

at the dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery added gravitas to the occasion, showing his 

commitment to honoring the fallen and unifying the country. Lincoln further demonstrates his 

leadership and vision through his speech's brief yet powerful delivery. In just a few minutes, he 

conveyed profound truths and inspired a sense of purpose and unity among his listeners. His 

concise language and dignified tone reflect the moral authority he embodies, as he not only 

commemorates the sacrifices made but also reaffirms the nation's dedication to the principles of 

equality and democracy. By embodying these qualities, Lincoln effectively strengthens his appeal 

and underscores the enduring significance of his message. 
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 In the Gettysburg Address, Lincoln skillfully uses pathos to create an emotional connection 

with his audience. He adopts a solemn and respectful tone to honor the fallen soldiers, 

acknowledging their sacrifice in a manner that resonates deeply with those who have lost loved 

ones. By invoking shared values and collective memory with the phrase "Four score and seven 

years ago," Lincoln tapped into the audience's sense of history and shared identity, reminding them 

of the nation's founding principles and the ongoing struggle to uphold them. 

 Lincoln further inspires unity and resolve by emphasizing the soldiers' sacrifice, appealing 

to the audience's sense of duty and responsibility. He honors the bravery and dedication of the 

soldiers, suggesting that their ultimate sacrifice should not be in vain. His call to continue the 

unfinished work of preserving the nation and its democratic ideals evokes strong feelings of 

patriotism and purpose. By appealing to the audience's emotions, Lincoln effectively reinforces 

the importance of unity and perseverance in adversity, inspiring a renewed commitment to the 

nation's founding principles. 

 In the Gettysburg Address, Lincoln employs logos to present a logical argument that 

underscores the nation's founding principles and the necessity of unity. He structures his speech to 

provide a clear, logical progression from the past to the present and future. Referencing the nation's 

founding principles, he reminds the audience that "all men are created equal," setting the stage for 

understanding the current conflict as a continuation of the struggle to uphold these values. 

 Lincoln's deductive reasoning is evident as he draws conclusions based on these 

foundational principles. He asserts that the nation is dedicated to equality, implying that the Civil 

War tests this dedication. He logically concludes that to honour the sacrifices of the fallen soldiers, 

the living must commit to ensuring that "government of the people, by the people, for the people, 

shall not perish from the earth." This statement reinforces the necessity of preserving democratic 
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governance and unity, presenting a compelling and reasoned call to action that resonates with his 

audience's sense of logic and duty. 

 Lincoln's diction and syntax are crucial in conveying his message powerfully and 

memorably in the Gettysburg Address. His word choice includes inclusive language such as "we," 

"us," and "nation," which fosters a sense of collective identity and unity among his listeners. This 

inclusive approach helps to build a shared sense of purpose. Additionally, Lincoln selected potent 

and symbolic words like "dedicated," "consecrate," and "hallow" to add weight and solemnity to 

his speech, emphasizing the sacredness of the sacrifices made. 

 The sentence structure of the address also significantly contributes to its impact. The 

speech's brevity ensures that every word carries substantial meaning, making the message concise 

yet profound. Lincoln's use of parallel structure, particularly in phrases like "we cannot dedicate, 

we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow," emphasizes key points and enhances the speech's 

memorability. This repetition reinforces the message and ensures it resonates deeply with the 

audience, making Lincoln's appeal for unity and dedication to the nation's founding principles even 

more compelling. 

 In conclusion, Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address masterfully employs ethos, pathos, 

logos, precise diction, and impactful syntax to convey a powerful message of unity and dedication 

to the nation's founding principles. Lincoln effectively honours the fallen soldiers by establishing 

his credibility, invoking emotional resonance, and presenting logical arguments and calls for a 

renewed commitment to equality and democracy. His careful choice of words and structured 

sentences enhance the speech's memorability and impact. The enduring significance of the 

Gettysburg Address lies in its ability to inspire a sense of national identity and shared values, 

reminding us of the sacrifices made for freedom and the ongoing struggle to preserve democratic 
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ideals. Lincoln's address continues to shape our understanding of American identity and the 

importance of unity in the face of adversity. 
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